
Fresno County Resource Advisory Committee Meeting  

May 27, 2009 

 

Attendance: Charles Peck, Patrick Emmert, Patrick Kelly, Roger Welton, Toby Horst, 

Barbara Ferguson, Chris Oberti, Bea Olsen, Allen Clyde, Shane Krogen, Kirby Molen 

 

Forest Service –Robbin Ekman, John Exline, Sue Exline, Ed Cole, Ray Porter.  

 

Ed Cole opened the meeting with a discussion on what his expectations are for public 

proposals that come before the Resource Advisory Committee for approval.  His 

expectations are: 

 

1) RAC projects being proposed on National Forest lands will have a Forest Service 

project coordinator identified in the proposal. 

  

2)  Each proposal will have an detailed project work plan. 

 

3)  If the Forest Service can not provide funding to monitor the project, the submitted 

RAC proposal must include funds for monitoring (must include in project budget) 

 

The RAC committee members discussed their thoughts regarding monitoring and project 

proposals.  They included: 

 

Barbara Ferguson brought up the fact that there should be no difference in a project that 

is a Forest Service project or an outside project. The same standard should apply to both 

projects.  

 

Charles Peck stated that he does not want to use the RAC funds to monitor projects.  He 

does not want to take away funds that could be used on the ground to monitor projects.   

 

Toby Horst is concerned about bringing a third party in as a project monitor.  

 

Barbara Ferguson brought up that the committee had agreed that they would monitor 

projects. Barbara explained how the RAC committee has stepped up to the plate to 

provide oversight and monitoring for projects.  A committee was formed to monitor 

projects coordinator and mid project and at the final project completion to determine if 

the project was completed.   

 

Ed asked the committee to put themselves in the place of the public and the perception of 

how we are spending their public tax dollars. We need to be transparent in how we spend 

these funds.  Ed also stipulated that he wants an up front a project work plan and a project 

coordinator identified for any project on national forest lands.  

 

Ed stated that two projects, Backcountry Horseman and High Sierra Volunteer trail crew 

were not approved, but the district is working with the Backcountry Horseman to develop 

the project work plan for approval.  



 

Ed also asked that the RAC members not bring projects forward for approval from their 

interest groups. He asked that someone else in their group present them.   

 

Sue Exline agreed to put together a set of guidelines for future RAC proposals that the 

RAC would approve for the 2010 project proposals.  

 

Meeting closed at 7:55 pm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


